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o SUMMARY SUMMARY e

1999 Survey on Admission of University / Junior College
Graduates into Nursing Schools (three-year course)

Japanese Nursing Association

Survey & Research Section

Recently in Japan, the number of entrants into nursing schools has been decreasing due to
an increase in nursing-related colleges and fewer children per household. To secure a basic
quality and quantity of entrants to nursing schools in the future, it is necessary to increase the
quota of graduates from university/junior colleges, i.e. other than nursing colleges. For this pur-
pose, the number of applicants may be increased by allowing nursing schools to include credits
already acquired by these applicant-graduates. Such a recognition system has not been wide-
spread in Japan. Therefore, we surveyed the state of admission and graduation of university
/junior college graduate-students, and the state of recognition of previously acquired credits at

nursing schools.

1) Subject population
Total of 494 nursing schools (three-year course) excluding those who suspended admission of
new students in fiscal 1997 and 1998.

2) Survey method
Based on the list of nursing schools held by the Association, questionnaires were mailed to
the most senior nursing personnel at each nursing school. Those respondents returned the com-

pleted questionnaires to the Survey and Research Section.

3) Period of survey

July 1 — July 31, 1999
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4) State of collection
Number of questionnaire sheets mailed: 494

Number of effective responses: 374 (ratio of effective responses - 75.7%)

0 . Attributes

1) Founding entities
Founding entities of responding schools are not unevenly distributed as compared to the

founding entities of all schools.

2) School hours
Three-year daytime course: 91.2%; three-year night schools: 3.7%; and no answer/unknown:
5.1%.

0 . State of admission in recent years

1) Changes in the number of applicants over the past ten years
In response to a question asking about Ochanges in the number of applicants in the past ten

years", the highest response category, 44.1%, answered Odecreased".

2) Learning ability and motivation of students admitted in the past ten years

Asked about Ochanges in the learning ability of students admitted to your school in the past
ten years" and Ochanges in the motivation of students admitted to your school in the past ten
years", the majority, 60.7%, answered Odeclined” to the former question and 52.4% answered

Odeclined™” to the latter question.

3) Entrance of university / junior college graduates

The average number of applicants, examinees, successful examinees and entrants, per school,
was as follows:
The number of applicants was 2509 persons, of which 7.6 persons were university graduates
and 9.1 persons were junior college graduates.

The number of examinees totaled 230.2 persons, of which 6.6 persons were university gradu-
ates and 7.9 persons were junior college graduates.

The number of successful examinees was 66.5 persons, of which 2.8 persons were university

graduates and 2.5 persons were junior college graduates.
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The number of entrants was 47.9 persons, of which university graduates were 1.9 persons,
and 1.7 persons were junior college graduates.

There were slightly more successful examinees and entrants from universities than there
were from junior colleges (see Table 2). Schools with a fixed number of 50 or more freshmen,
admitted twice as many university/junior college graduates than schools with a fixed number

of less than 50 freshmen.

4) Age of university / junior college graduates
Those in their 20s accounted for more than 80% of the entrants from both universities and
junior colleges. There were entrants in their 40s, on the other hand, indicating variation in the

age of entrants.

5) Proposed changes and future school management in the coming three years (until 2002)
Asked about school management, the highest category, at 85.0%, responded that Othere will
be no change" for the coming three years. However, asked about the possibility of change at
an (unspecified) time in the future, the Ono change™ category accounted for 60.4%, substantially
lower than the above figure. It is considered that they felt the necessity to change school

management.

0. Admission of university graduates and recognition of credits

1) Admission of university graduates in the past three years

Among the respondents 82.6% (309 schools) have admitted university graduates in the past
three years, of which 67.0% responded that the admission of university graduates was [success-
ful”. Asked about the reason for not admitting university graduates, 38.5% responded Ono appli-
cants"”, 33.8% O[failure in entrance examinations™ and 27.7% [Oother". The largest category of

respondents said Othey do not enter the school despite passing the examination®.

2) School rules for including credits of university graduates

Asked whether they have provisions in the school rules for allowing credits of university
graduates to be used as credits of the nursing school, the majority, 53.5%, responded Owe have
no such rule”. There are prefectures which do not recognize credits but the intent of the found-
ing entities seems to have more influence on the recognition of credits than the prefectural gov-

ernments.
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3) University credits recognized in the past three years

At nursing schools that currently recognize credits of university graduates, the credits of 367
persons (57.2%) out of 642 university graduates have been recognized in the past three years.
In total, 1,405 credits were recognized, and 3.8 credits on average per person were recognized

as credits at nursing schools.

4) Subjects and the number of subjects recognized in the past three years

For the 367 university graduates, credits were mostly recognized in basic subjects such as
psychology, foreign language, pedagogy, sociology, information science and philosophy.

At the time of the survey, there were some schools which refrained from credit recognition
due to Odifferences in the standard of credit recognition between the Ministry of Education and
the Ministry of Health and Welfare", Ono optional subjects at the school”, etc.. However, the or-
dinance of the Ministry of Education, enforced on October 25, 1999, after the survey, largely ex-
panded the quota for recognizing credits, up to one half of the total class hours necessary for
completion of a special course, and lifted limitations concerning optional subjects. However, in
the case of nursing schools, the Ministry of Health and Welfare limits recognition of university
credits to Othe scope of basic fields". Therefore, 13 credits in Obasic fields (basis of scientific
thinking, understanding of humans and human life)" can be recognized (14% of the 93 credits

in total). (For details, see Official Gazette No. 2736, October 25, 1999.)

5) Collection stating credit recognition

Among the respondents, 14 schools (3.7%) provide information about university credit recog-
nition at the nursing school, when collecting applicants; 342 schools (91.4%) provide no informa-
tion; and 18 schools (4.8%) did not reply. The ratio of those who responded that they have such
a statement is very small as compared to the total, and accounts for 8.2% of 170 schools that

have Oschool rules providing for credit recognition™.

6) Problems in recognizing university credits
One fourth or 254% answered that there are problems in recognizing university credits at
nursing schools. The major problems were Ono optional subjects™ and Odifficulty in evaluating

credits".
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0. Admission of those in mid-career

1) Presence of a system for admitting those in mid-career

The admission of those in their mid-career, was defined as the Omethod to select entrants by
examination different from ordinary examination for applicants and examinees who spent some
time after graduating from high school, or the quota for admitting those in their mid-career".
Asked whether they have an entrance examination for those in their mid-career, 47 schools
(12.6%) answered Oyes™, 322 schools (86.1%) answered Ono", and 5 schools (1.3%) provided no

answer.

2) The first year of admitting those in their mid-career
Among schools with a system for admitting those in their mid-career, admission by examina-
tion of those in their mid-career started in 1992, but many of the schools started to offer it in

or after 1997

3) Subjects of examination for admitting those in their mid-career

Respondents were asked about the examination subjects for admitting those in their mid-
career. Multiple answers were accepted. The highest category, at 78.6%, was to give a Oshort
essay test" and an [interview". Those examining Japanese language totaled 45.2%. Included in

Oother" was an Oaptitude examination”.

4) Quota for examining (admitting) those in their mid-career

Asked whether they have a quota for examining (admitting) those in their mid-career, 26
schools (55.3%) said they had a quota. The average number of persons in the quota was 8.1
persons;, the minimum number was 2 persons, and the maximum number was 20 persons

(n=18).

5) Plan for conducting mid-career entrance examination

Among the schools without a mid-career entrance examination system, 9.3% plan to conduct
a mid-career entrance examination in the future, 26.4% are considering doing so and 62.1% have
no plan (see Table 8).

Among those schools which plan to conduct a mid-career entrance examination in the future,

those in the highest category, 36.7%, plan to start providing one from fiscal 2000.
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0. Graduation from nursing school, of those who previously graduated from universi-

ties / junior colleges

1) Number of graduates in March 1999
The average number of graduates in March 1999, as a proportion of the number of admis-
sions, was 90.0% in all schools, while 955% of the university graduates graduated and 96.5% of

the junior college graduates graduated, reflecting a lower dropout rate amongst these.

2) Employment of graduates in March 1999
Among the university/junior college graduates who graduated from nursing schools in March
1999, 86.2% of university graduates and 91.1% of junior college graduates joined Chospitals”, the

figures not being greatly different from those of all nursing school graduates.
0 . Scholarship

As to types of scholarship, 31.6% of all students borrow from Uhospitals or clinics which they
plan to join after graduation”™. On the other hand, 45.0% of university graduates and 40.3% of

junior college graduates borrow from UOscholarship for nurses (prefecture/municipality)”

schemes, rather than Ohospitals or clinics which they plan to join after graduation™.
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